Peace Tree Stand ( A Simple Way to Celebrate Peace Tree Day

On June 1, 2007, a group of kindergarten students will create the first Peace Tree Stand.  What exactly is a Peace Tree Stand?  It is similar to a lemonade stand, but Instead of only selling lemonade, children will learn about the variety of delicious drinks made around the world, like green tea from China, jeera pani from India, etc.  There are some wonderful recipes for drinks in the book Cooking for Kids, Favourite Foods from Around the World, by UNICEF Canada.  Students will learn the recipes as outlined below, create their Peace Tree Stand with their families and teach other children how to make a drink from their culture or another culture.  

Students will have to create posters and announcements to inform other students and the community about their Peace Tree Stand.  They will be working with Free the Children to raise money through their Adopt-a-Village Program.  This year the children will work towards the goal of buying a cow for a village in order to supply milk for children and families throughout the year in that village.  If the children are able to raise $100 from their Peace Tree Stand, they will be able to buy a cow for a village in Kenya.  

Students will work with their families to design their Peace Tree Stand.  At school, students can share drinks from their culture which they feel other children will enjoy and then research online for the recipes.  Students will need to purchase the supplies in advance.  Students should decide who will be responsible for the different stages of organization prior to opening their Peace Tree Stand, including creating a Peace Tree, teaching origami paper folding, mehndi 
art, rainsticks and other activities. Students have to decide who will be responsible for promotions, accounting, art direction and other tasks. 

Students can dress up in clothes from different cultures, and print recipes, with copies ready to hand out.  They can also learn how to mix the drinks and demonstrate how to make them as customers place their orders.  Some students may wish to play a variety of cultural musical instruments or games, which they can teach children and families who drop by the Peace Tree Stand.  

A real Peace Tree can be created at the Peace Tree Stand. As students drop by, they can learn about the different symbols on The Peace Tree, colour the stencils (found at www.peacetreeday.com) and place their own symbols on The Peace Tree.  

To follow up, if the students can meet their goal, they should write a letter to Craig Kielburger at Free the Children to explain their initiative and how it feels to be able to make a contribution to society.  Please visit www.freethechildren.com. 
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