Creating Awareness in the Community of Peace Tree Day

A simple way to show solidarity in peace is to decorate the trees in front of the school with Peace Tree symbols.  Peace Tree Ambassadors in the school’s Peace Tree Club can create posters around the school and write announcements that will encourage students to research and create a peace symbol from their culture or faith for the school’s outdoor Peace Trees for Peace Tree Day on June 1st.  They should also research and create a symbol from a friend’s culture or faith that they would like to learn about. It would help for Peace Tree Ambassadors to write a letter for teachers, so teachers can share the information with their classes and it becomes a class activity. Students can also write their peace messages on their symbols.  

A project can also be assigned in early May, so students can begin to do research on a country that s/he would like to know more about (preferably a country outside his/her culture).  Students should work on the project with family’s at home, so family’s also learn about a new culture with their children.

On Peace Tree Day, everyone should come to school and share their symbols and their meaning with the class. If the weather is nice, it would be wonderful to carry out this sharing under the trees outside the school.  The great scholar/poet Rabindanath Tagore from Bengal, India created a school where all the classes are conducted under the trees as he felt that learning in the midst of nature can be the most beneficial for the mind and spirit. Students should exchange the symbol from his/her own culture with a student in the class.  Then everyone can hang the symbols on the trees in the front of the school.  In one school in Los Angeles, every two classes was assigned a tree to decorate outside during their celebration of Peace Tree Day. The Peace Tree Club should also create a banner that says…Peace Tree Day…Celebrating our all our cultures and faiths TOGETHER!  Then everyone in the neighbourhood will understand the significance of the symbols.
Extending the Learning at Home

At the end of the day or the following day, students can take any two Peace Tree symbols other than the ones they created and place them on a tree in front of their home.  They should explain the meaning of the new symbols to their families and the message of Peace Tree Day.  Additional symbols that the students learned about in school can be made at home with family members for their family’s Peace Tree, so anyone visiting the neighbourhood will see the neighbourhood stands together in peace.

That evening students can either prepare a meal with their family from the culture s/he has researched, read a folktale and listen to music from that culture.  Alternatively they can organize a multicultural potluck with a friend’s family and teach each other recipes. Otherwise, they can go to a restaurant that serves food from the country researched.  Families can also take a visit to a part of the city that is reflective of the country (e.g. Little India, Greek Town, Little Italy etc.)  

Peace Tree Day will be a wonderful opportunity for students and their families to learn about the diversity that enriches our world’s tapestry.

